
Conservation Strategy:  IntroConservation Strategy:  Intro
� Primary means of offsetting all impacts
� Must also contribute to recovery of covered 

species and preserve natural communities
� Many regulatory standards to meet (see Ch. 1)
� Broad focus:

• Restoration of natural communities
• Land acquisition
• Stream flow improvement
• Long-term management and enhancement
• Long-term monitoring



Actions Common to All AlternativesActions Common to All Alternatives

� Natural Community Restoration
• Riparian forest and scrub = 1:1
• Wetlands = seasonal 2:1, perennial 1:1
• Ponds = 1:1
• Streams = 1:1
• Valley oak woodland = 1:1
• Some restoration occurs regardless of 

impacts 
• Total restoration (Table 5-15)

� 1,012 acres
� 53 stream miles



Actions Common to All AlternativesActions Common to All Alternatives

� Natural community management and 
enhancement
• Stream flow augmentation

� Coyote and Guadalupe Creeks
� Uvas Creek

• Wetland enhancement 
� ponds, seasonal wetlands, perennial wetlands

• Grassland enhancement 
� serpentine, annual

• Chaparral enhancement



Actions Common to All AlternativesActions Common to All Alternatives

� Natural community management and 
enhancement (con’t)
• Oak woodland enhancement (blue oak, 

valley oak, coast live oak)

• Conifer woodland enhancement (redwood, 
knobcone pine, ponderosa pine)

� Long-term monitoring
• Critical to successful management
• Subject of next community meeting



Conservation Analysis Zones



Landscape Linkages

See Table 5-6 for key to linkages



Alt. 1: Acquire + Enhance 30,000 acres; Enhance 98,000 acres



Alternative 2: Acquire and enhance 40,000 acres 
and Enhance 40,000-50,000 acres



Alt.3: Acquire + enhance 58,000 acres and Enhance 0 acres



Impacts and Conservation:  Other PlansImpacts and Conservation:  Other Plans
Conservation 
Plan

Study 
Area
(acres)

Impacts 
(acres)

New Land 
Acquired

Conservation 
Emphasis

Placer County 
HCP/NCCP

230,000 50,000 51,000 Preservation and vernal 
pool restoration

East Contra 
Costa County 
HCP/NCCP

175,000 13,000 30,000 Preservation and 
management on new 
lands

Coachella 
Valley 
HCP/NCCP

1.2 million 120,000 240,000 Preservation and 
restoration

Natomas Basin 
HCP

50,000 17,500 8,750 Preservation and 
wetland creation

Solano County 
HCP

580,000 12,300 16,000 Preservation; restoration 
and enhancement on 
existing reserves



Alt’s Acres 
Acquired

% of 
BCB 
Habitat

1 3,600 acres 76%

2 4,400 acres 81%

3 5,200 acres 84%

Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan – Bay Checkerspot Butterfly 
and Serpentine Bunchgrass Grassland



Conditions on Covered ActivitiesConditions on Covered Activities
� Conditions on covered activities = avoidance and 

minimization of impacts
� Required by federal, state endangered species laws
� Integrates existing best management practices 
� Prohibitions:

• Take of state fully protected species (narrower definition 
of “take”)

• Take of migratory birds without MBTA permit
• No take plants

� Details in Chapter 6



General ApproachGeneral Approach

� Habitat Plan incorporates “regional avoidance” for 
many resources
• Covered activities allowed on biologically low- or no-

value areas
• High-value areas are targeted for conservation
• Money typically spent on surveys and on-site avoidance 

to be directed (in part) to more effective conservation

• Some resources must still be avoided or impacts 
minimized

� Streams, riparian areas, habitat for some covered wildlife



Key ConditionsKey Conditions

� Conditions on Urban Development
• Urban-Wildland Interface Design Elements

• Maintain Hydrologic Conditions and Minimize 
Erosion during Construction (In process)

� Conditions on Rural Development
• Rural Development Design (In process)
• Design Requirements for Rural Roads

• Riparian/stream protection (In process)



Key ConditionsKey Conditions

� Conditions on Other Projects/Activities
• Design Requirements for Flood Control and Water Supply 

Projects
• BMPs for Flood Control Facilities
• BMPs for Rural Road Maintenance
• Recreation within the Reserve System

� Minimize Impacts on Key Natural Communities
• Streams and Riparian Areas (In process)
• Wetlands and Ponds
• Serpentine Grassland and Chaparral
• Valley Oak and Blue Oak Woodlands


